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Planning Matters 

 
Rubislaw Quarry Development 
New plans are likely to be submitted to Aberdeen City Council in January for 250 private flats, a gym, 
function room, public bistro and a promenade along the north side of Rubislaw quarry. 
 

 
 

Carterra’s previous £68 million plans to build nearly 300 flats at the site were rejected by the council’s 

planning committee last year because of environmental, traffic and visual issues. Carterra’s appeal to 

the Scottish Government was dismissed in January 2019 and planning permission refused. 

 
A public consultation event was held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Aberdeen Treetops 
Hotel, 161 Springfield Road on Wednesday 20 November. 
 
The architecture is the same as the previous plans but the footprint has reduced on the far side 
overlooking Royfold Crescent, with a reduction of 50 units overall. The Scottish Government reporter 
stated the following in dismissing the appeal “I consider the proposed building would have an 
overbearing effect on the residential properties at the north western end of Royfold Crescent. In 
considering the previous permission granted in 2006 for residential development, I note that the 
building was not intended to extend this far east into the site. Given that the sensitivity of residential 
occupiers will be high, I find the impact of the proposal on the visual amenity of these properties 
would be unacceptable.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The revised plans have reduced the height of the development by 6.8m, the length by 35m ans a 
reduction in area of 40m2. 
 
It is intended to hold a public meeting to note views of local residents when the revised 
planning application is submitted, possibly in January 2020. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning Act, Scotland 

Local Place Plans: 

• Local Place Plans have now been introduced as a way for communities to highlight issues, gather 

ideas and express aspirations for the future. 

 

This represents a marked difference from communities being able to respond to the planning process, 

and instead become an active participant. 

 

It is important that communities have the chance to participate in all parts of the planning system 

ranging from Local Development Plans, National Planning Frameworks and of course Planning 

Applications put forward in their area. 

 

Local Place Plans are not intended to replace these opportunities, but instead to compliment and be 

provided alongside them. They present an opportunity to proactively look ahead in setting out the 

community’s ideas for the future. 

Aberdeen City Council have verbally agreed for council officers to give up 20 hours per month to help 

communities develop local place plans. 

Help with funding may be available to get experts in or national experts who specialise in community 

issues. 

In Aberdeen City 10 community Councils have said they are ready to start, Old Aberdeen, Culter and 

Cults, Bieldside & Milltimber have developed local place plans but some were started in 2012 so it 

does take time to engage with the local community to document local issues, concerns and 

suggestions for improvement. 

Way forward could include, agreeing at community council to start a local place plan and then next step 

advertise and hold a public meeting to get a discussion started to list local issues, concerms and 

suggestions [eg. Froghall CC recently held a Health day where local residents could get their blood 

pressure, weight checked and help with hearing aid etc] 

 

What is a Local Place Plan? 
 
Local Place Plans present local areas spatially. They outline areas of potential change, identify enhancements 

and prioritise areas of vacant or derelict land for new or alternative uses.  

Plans should also assist the Council and Community Planning Partners to have an improved understanding of 

local aspirations and to target services, facilities and infrastructure in response. This will help to align community 

and land use planning to achieve better outcomes 

Geographical Focus  

Plans should relate to a recognisable area or community, for example a neighbourhood or village.  

Reflect Community Aspirations  

Plans should be prepared by or with the local community. They must be led by local communities, to ensure that 

they reflect community aspirations.  

Inclusive Engagement  

Community engagement to inform the plan must be as broad as possible, ensuring that everyone has an 

opportunity to be involved.  



Planning Application Summary with Decisions 

 

 



Planning Applications as per weekly planning list November 2019:  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


