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Planning Officer’s Report    03 October 2020 

 

Planning Matters 

 
 

Aldi Development   

The planning application for an Aldi,store on Countesswells Road, (planning application# 200659) 

was approved at the meeting of the Planning Development Management Committee meeting on 

24/09/20 (8 votes for, 1 against)  

The proposal is to develop a new discount food store on Countesswells Road, close to the Dandara 

housing development. 

The proposed scheme will deliver a 1,315 sq.m net food store, with associated parking and 

landscaping. New pathways are also proposed to the newly developed housing estate to the north, 

together with an internal walking route enabling easier and safer access to the store, whilst 

encouraging travel by sustainable means. 

 



 

 

 

Aldi held an online question and answer session for local residents to find out more about the plans, 

on Friday 29th May between 16:00 and 19:00 

A planning application was submitted to Aberdeen City Council on 30th June 2020: the deadline for 
submitting comments is 23rd July. 

 



 

 

 



 

Location Plan 

 



 

Existing Site Plan 

 



 

Proposed Elevations 

 

Proposed Landscaping Plan 



 

Proposed Site Plan 

 

Proposed Streetscape Elevations 

 

 



 

Proposed Roof Plan 

 

 

Proposed Floor Plan 



 

 

Existing/Proposed link path 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Facebook Poll –92 votes  

Object: 29 = 33% 

Support: 59 = 67% 

 

Aldi’s private consultation  

 In total they received 308 formal feedback forms, 88 of these were via the website and 220 via post.  
From these, 67.2% were in support, 32.5% objected, and 0.3% (1 person) didn’t respond.  
  
In terms of reasons for response: 
  

• Support: 
  

o More retail provision  
o Reduced travel time/convenience of location  
o Good links to surrounding areas (pathways etc)  

  
• Objections: 

  
o Traffic Issues  
o Enough retail stores nearby  
o Impact on nearby residential amenity/property value 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter of Representation: (emailed on 21.07.20) 

           Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council 

 

Mr Gavin Evans, Case Officer,    10 Craigiebuckler Drive,  

Planning and Sustainable Development,  Aberdeen, AB15 8ND. 

Aberdeen City Council,       

Business Hub 4,      15th July 2020  

Marischal College, 

Broad Street, 

Aberdeen, AB10 1AB. 

 

 

Dear Mr Evans, 

 

Application Number: 200659/DPP. Type: Detailed Planning Permission: Land at Countesswells 

Road Aberdeen. Proposal: Erection of Class 1 (shops) retail unit with associated car parking, 

access, landscaping and associated works Applicant: Aldi Stores Ltd., Pottishaw Road, 

Bathgate, EH48 2FB. 

 

We have written this letter in the knowledge that most of the public respondents to the above 

referenced planning application are supportive. 

In our Community Council’s Facebook poll, 67% of respondents supported the proposed 

development. Similarly, the Council website of official representations showed 60% support. 

Supportive comments, which we consider pertinent, include the ease of its accessibility by the 

new communities of Hazlewood and Countesswells, and the residents of Craigiebuckler, 

Airyhall, Braeside and surrounding area. 

Easy and safe access to the proposed store by foot will be facilitated by the planned extension 

to the pavement.  

It is our opinion that the proposed retail development, by virtue of its intended proximity to the 

populous communities in the west of the city, will be an inducement for customers to access it 

by modes of ‘active travel’ such as walking and cycling. 

We also bear this in mind by noting that the proposed development is intended to be situated 

opposite the entrance to the Robert Gordon Playing Field, home to the Gordonian Sports Clubs. 

Consequently it is our opinion that, considering the anticipated increase in vehicular traffic in 

the vicinity of the entrance to the playing fields, the developer’s proposal should have included 

the provision of a pelican crossing near the junction of the entrance to aid the safety of 

pedestrians who cross Countesswells Road to access that amenity and, conversely, customers 

crossing over to access the store. 



A bus stop should also be provided nearby so that elderly people and customers with mobility 

problems can access the store. 

We have been informed that 16 meters long articulated lorries will deliver stock to the store.  

Although there is no available information concerning the directions of travel of the large 

delivery vehicles, these are significant factors because they have the potential to adversely 

affect the quality of the lives of the residents of Countesswells Road.  

Although we acknowledge that the traffic movements on Countesswells Road, which is only 

about 8 meters wide, have been reduced by virtue of the route through the new Countesswells 

housing development, which connects it with the  A944, we are also aware that there are times 

when it is busy with vehicular traffic travelling to and from the densely populated communities 

to the west of the city. Therefore we submit that Countesswells Road may be unfit to be a 

shared route between those large delivery vehicles and other forms of vehicular traffic during 

the rush hours and at the times when pupils are arriving and departing from Airyhall Primary 

School. 

Such additional vehicular movements, generated by the proposed development, may increase 

the risk of road traffic incidents involving pedestrians, particularly the pupils of Airyhall 

Primary School. 

It is noted that the application proposes the formation of a car park and associated access. The 

intense light emitted by the headlights of cars entering or leaving the carpark could adversely 

impact upon the amenities and the nearby properties in Pinewood Gardens. 

The houses most likely affected in Pinewood Gardens are close to the perimeter of the planned 

carpark. We also contend that other properties in Pinewood Gardens will be similarly affected. 

The level of illumination for the carpark (15 – 20 lux) will, in our opinion, tend to intrude on 

neighbouring private residences. For example, homes in Pinewood Gardens may well have light 

from the carpark shining on their upper storeys.  

 

The noise from traffic (including the delivery vehicles) entering and leaving the carpark is 

likely, in our opinion, to disturb the residents of nearby homes.  

We conclude that Aldi’s proposed retail development is welcomed by a significant majority of 

the residents whom we represent. Its intended location, with its links to an infrastructure of 

paths, has much to merit it as an environmentally friendly concept, but we also think that the 

planning application could be improved by the inclusion of strategies to mitigate the issues 

which we have described in this representation. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

William Sell, 

Chair. 

 



Planning Application Summary with Decisions 

 

 

 



Planning Applications as per weekly planning list September 2020:  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


