                             Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

                                 Minutes of the Meeting of Tuesday 03 August 2021
                                  Commenced at 7.00 pm by Video Link.


Present: Jim Flett (JF), Ainsley Mitchell (AM), Karen Reilly (KR), Robert Frost (RF), William Sell (WS), Cameron Campbell (CC), Margaret Meikle (MM).
Councillor Martin Greig (MG). 
Police Sergeant John McOuat (JM). 
Apologies for Absence: Councillor John Cooke, Paul Wilson, Jane Ormerod
Police Report (July): Sergeant John McOuat – there was an incident of fire raising in Hazlehead. A small fire in Hazlehead Park involving young people. Two youths have been reported in relation to that incident.
There was a smashed window in Pinewood. Inquiries are ongoing. Most of the youths have been well behaved.
Acquisitive Crimes - Theft of a bike at Queens Crescent. Two other bikes were also stolen from a bike shed.
Road Safety - No incidents.
MG commented that he heard the noise of speeding motorbikes at night. He saw a motorbike going up and down a path just north of Hazlehead playing field. JM will ask officers to make a presence there.
Treasurer’s Report: CC – There is no change to the bank balance (£1,510.97).
The Jubilee tree will cost £250, including planting. An approach is to be made to Craigiebuckler Church to ascertain that they can make land available for planting the tree.
It was agreed to donate £300 for the installation and storage of decorative Christmas lights for Springfield Road.
MG will order the Christmas Lights.
JF reminded the meeting that we agreed to make donations to the same groups who received our previous donation. 3 cheques @ £100 each were signed and countersigned.
JF reported that all groups were grateful for our contribution. He will ask them to update us about how the money was spent.
Adoption of the Minute of the Meeting of 1st June 2021:
The adoption of the minutes was proposed by JF and seconded by AM. 
There being no amendments, the minutes were adopted.
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 1st June 2021: 
Website Development – WS: The Sub-committee met on Thursday 8th July. We decided to consult with the Chairs/Secretaries of all Aberdeen Community Councils. The consultation was emailed to all community councils except Cove and Altens with whom we had already met.  The objective of the consultation was to obtain a corroborative approach to the design of the website. However only two Community councils replied, one of whom suggested a blog instead of a website.

Defibrillator Donation – To be listed on the agendas of future meetings.

Grass Cutting – WS: Residents are angry about the unkempt state of the Culter Bypass. The Council said that, in 2020, we asked for it to be a meadow and that they have listened to us.
A mixture of weeds, dockens and long grass do not make a meadow. It seems to give the impression that it is managed according to a policy of selective neglect.

MM stated that the Council is not exercising their duty of care over the tick issue.

KR stated that the situation has gone beyond grass cutting. A hazardous weed is growing there.

RF suggested that we arrange a separate meeting with the Environmental Manager about grass cutting and paths. The width of the paths should be increased.

Flooding Concerns – WS:  On 9th August, our flood Sub-committee have a meeting with the Environmental Manager and the Flood Team. We will walk the length of the Springfield Meadows identifying areas that are prone to become impassable because of the high-water table. My position is that much needs to be done to mitigate the flooding of these areas before the ground can be prepared for cultivating meadow grass and flowers.
We will then look at the flood-prone properties in Burnieboozle and Pinewood.
Roads and Lighting Maintenance – Nothing to report.
Dandara Roads Adoption – JF: The surfaces of the roads are lethal in Winter. The residents complained of falls on the ice. He already asked Councillor John Cook when the roads will be adopted. Councillor cook had been in contact with the Roads Department. They can’t be adopted because Dara had sited the bus stop too close to the roundabout. JF is awaiting further information from Councillor Cook. He requested that this item be left on the agenda for future meetings. At present the bus will not be able to go to the ALDI store.
Correspondence: All items of correspondence have already been forwarded to all members.
Discussion with City Councillors: AM has received complaints about the road surface on Craigiebuckler Avenue. The road has deteriorated at the bus terminus. He asked if this can be rectified.
MG has also had complaints about the deterioration of the road surface at the Craigiebuckler Avenue bus terminus. Repairs to it are not being given priority because it is only used by buses. MG will follow this up with the Council.
KR asked MG if there is an issue with insurance for the fire-damaged café building in Hazlehead Park. It is taking a long time for repairs to be underway. MG will follow this up with Aberdeen City Council.
MM reported that Dandara have installed a gate to Hazledene Road. Are they planning an access to their site from Hazledene Road? MG will enquire about this and get an update on the situation of the care home development.
MM reported that the garden of a neighbor’s property was flooded. This is the first time she saw an incident of flooding at that location.
The one-way system on Groats Road. MM complained about the one-way system and the condition of the road – potholes and ‘sleeping policemen’. MG noted the complaint.
Planning Report: RF – Tree Tops Housing Development Proposal of Application Notice: Proposed major residential development of approximately 95 units, including 25% affordable, and associated infrastructure at the former Tree Tops Hotel for Malcolm Allan Housebuilders Ltd. No planning application submitted.
210688/DPP - Installation of modular unit to provide nursery accommodation including forming an access road with associated parking and landscaping works. Site at Hazlehead Avenue/ Hazledene Road to the West of Queens Grove, Aberdeen.
Our Community Council submitted a letter of objection concerning this planning application. Our main concerns were flooding and parking problems, particularly involving Grove Cottage.
Robert’s report also included domestic property owner’s planning applications.
AOCB: There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.35 pm.
Date of Next On-line Meeting: 7.00 pm on Tuesday 7th September.





