  CRAIGIEBUCKLER AND SEAFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
     Minutes of the virtual meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 3rd May 2022.


Present: William Sell (WS), Cameron Campbell (CC), Robert Frost (RF), Margaret Meikle (MM), Jane Ormerod (JO), Robert Frost (RF), Dana Blyth (DB), Craig Melville (CM), Keith Watson (KW), Councillor Martin Greig (MG), Councillor John Cooke (JC), Lars Frevert (LF) (Council Election Candidate), Police Sergeant John McOuat (JM)
Apologies: Karen Reilly
Police Report: JM – During the last reporting period, there were two calls about youths in the Groats Rd area. But there was nothing to be seen when police visited the area. 
Acquisitive crime: On the 25th of April there were reports of carelessly ridden motorcycles which had been stolen from the Dundee area.
Operation Armour was launched for community engagement regarding thefts of bicycles.
CC reported that, recently on Springfield Rd., there were speeding cars which were also emitting a loud noise. 
CM reported that, on Countesswells Rd., at the back of the shooting range, children were burning a sofa in a pit.
JO will ask his officers to patrol that area.
Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of 5th April: Subject to an amendment, the adoption of the minutes of the April meeting was proposed by MM and seconded by RF.
There being no further amendments, the motion to adopt the minutes of the April meeting was carried.
Treasurer’s Report: CC reported that he will be meeting the auditor on the Friday following this meeting.
The bank balance is £1405.78. He anticipated that our next grant would be just under £1,000.
WS detailed the following costings associated with the survey of the green space between Countesswells Ave and Springfield Rd:
Survey Monkey for analysis of data provided by residents (176 to date).     
= £99.

Solopress for printing and delivering 1000 leaflets and 5-day delivery        
= £48.06 

Total                                                                                                                                 
£147.06

WS explained that this cost increases according to the decrease in delivery times for 1000 leaflets. 

3-day delivery:  £56.54 + £99 for Survey Monkey = £155.54

2-day delivery:  £65.47 + £99 for Survey Monkey   = £164.47

It was agreed that WS would order 1,000 x A4 leaflets to be printed by Solopress.

WS stated that personal expenditure by RF and himself in meeting the costs of this project should be refunded.
RF informed the meeting that there was no indication by Survey Monkey that there was a cost associated with the survey until the data analysis stage.
It was agreed to refund the £99 personal expenditure associated with Survey Monkey to RF.
WS - Future Virtual Meetings: “Officially, we can resume our use of the Douglas Lounge for our monthly meetings. The Covid infection rate continues to fall.
I think we all know that it may follow the trend of previous years and start to increase in the Autumn. Therefore, I believe that we should continue to meet online and only return to the Douglas Lounge if the rate of infection continues to be low in the Winter, i.e., January – mid Winter.”
WS reported that the renewal of Webex will cost about £160 – similar costs are entailed by using other service providers.
Considering the difficulties, we have experienced with Webex, he thought we should consider changing to Zoom.
Correspondence: All items of correspondence have been forwarded to members.
Matters Arising: MG reported that he had received an emailed invitation from the Minister of Craigiebuckler Church informing him of a lunch event in connection with the Jubilee celebrations.
The event is referred to as the “Big Jubilee Lunch” and takes place on the 5th of June. The Minister described the community event and asked for sponsorship.
CC – The £190 underspend on the tree and plaque could go towards this.
CM pointed out that there is a need to identify what the community council is contributing towards.
A donation of £350 was unanimously approved after discussion.
MG will inform the Minister of the decision and find out if he can allocate it to something specific. 
Associated Membership awarded to CM:
Proposed by WS.
Seconded by KW.
There being no counter proposals or amendments the motion was carried.
Planning Officer’s Report: RF reported that the Hutton Institute and "Macaulay Development Trust" have plans for developing the land around the Hutton Institute in Craigiebuckler. They have published a public consultation process. Consultation information including exhibition boards were available on their website www.hutton.ac.uk. A public drop-in event took place on Wednesday 9 March 2022 at the Hutton Institute. The consultation was attended by RF and WS.
Several developments are being considered for the site, including a new access road from Countesswells Road, the sale of surplus land, and the construction of a new hub building and an additional accommodation block, supported by investment from the Macaulay Development Trust.
The site includes Tree Preservation Order areas. Trees are an important part of the character and will be retained where possible. Some existing trees will have to be removed, however, to facilitate improvements. Replacement planting will ensure no overall loss of trees and the long-run aim is to maintain biodiversity on the campus, overall.
Given the constraints of the existing access, the Institute proposes to build a new access road servicing the Institute. They believe the most suitable location for this is from Countesswells Road, through an existing area of open space, accessing the campus from the south. The road would take a new access from Countesswells Road, approximately 300m to the west of the existing access at Macaulay Drive.
The plans, showing the intended locations of the access road, the housing development and the hub were screenshared by RF
Up to the date of this meeting, no planning application has been submitted by the Hutton institute.
RF reported that the Grove Nursery has lodged a planning application with Aberdeen City Council. The application, reference 220516, is for the development of a sales area within the recycling centre.
Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors: CM, referring to the electric car rental scheme, pointed out that it did not exist in this area. It would be an advantage to people with no car.
MG mentioned that the council have an agreement with Co Wheels and to have a car rental scheme here would be a good idea. He will investigate it.
LF - If it was brought to the Craigiebuckler area it would be a good example for Edinburgh.
CM - People who have no EVs are parking their vehicles at the charging points at Hazlehead. The public can't get access to other secluded chargers.
JC explained that the charge points available in the city are only for council vehicles, not for the public. We need to put in more EV charge points in new developments.
MM asked MG if he can find out who has the shop/filling station at Springfield Rd and when it will be opened.
MG replied that he would investigate.
A.O.C.B.  It was agreed to form a sub-committee to provide documented proof for Steven Shaw, Aberdeen City Council, regarding residents’ desires and needs concerning the green space area known as the ‘Coulter Bypass’.
Members of the will be WS, MM, RF, KW, CM. It will meet at 7.00 pm on Friday 6th May.
There being no further business, WS thanked all attendees and declared the meeting closed.
Date of Next Virtual Meeting. Tuesday 7th June at 7.00 pm.

