  CRAIGIEBUCKLER AND SEAFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
     Minutes of the virtual meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 5th July 2022.

Present: William Sell (WS), Robert Frost (RF), Margaret Meikle (MM), Craig Melville (CM), Karen Reilly, Jane Ormerod (JO), Cameron Campbell (CC), Councillor Martin Greig (MG), Police Sergeant John McOuat (JM), James Flett (JF) Resident.

Apologies: Councillor John Cooke, Keith Watson, Councillor Ken McLeod.

Police Report: JM – 
Antisocial Behaviour: Complaints from Craigton Road about noisy youths.
Three youths riding off-road motorcycles in Hazlehead Park.
The Police will continue to patrol areas where there has been anti-social behaviour.
Acquisitive Crime: Take time to ensure that premises and vehicles are locked.
Community Engagement: Advice is being communicated about property security. Call 999 if a crime is in progress.
MG asked if there is legislation to deal with customised exhaust systems.
JM Replied that there is anti-social behaviour legislation that can be utilised. 
Report it, giving the time and date.
JF asked if there is police involvement in the suitability of the new route for the buses.
JM has raised concerns about the suitability of the road with Roads Policing.
Aberdeen City Council engineers will contact First Bus.

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of 7th June: Motion – the adoption of the minutes.
Proposed by-RF
Seconded by-MM
There being no amendments, the minutes of the meeting of 7th June were adopted.

Treasurer’s Report: The audited approval of the accounts is underway, and Cameron will likely send these to CC members shortly in advance of the next CC meeting, and before they are forwarded to Karen Finch.

Current bank balance is £1,405.78.

WS reported that he made the following invoice payments in connection with the recent residents’ survey: -

                                             Solopress for Printing Survey Leaflets £61.07
                                             Solopress for Printing Survey Leaflets £90.80
                                             Cost of Renewing Webex £162.00
                                                                Total    £313.87
WS explained that the two print runs were necessary because there were QR codes on the first print that he discovered did not work, when he checked prior to distributing the leaflets.
MM thanked WS for checking the QR codes and preventing the distribution of the first print run.
CC advised that the Community Council pay for the renewal of Webex.
After discussion, it was decided to fully reimburse WS for his outlay.                                                                                                                   
CC advised that thought will have to be given to funding future projects because our grant will be received shortly to increase the balance.


Correspondence: All items of emailed correspondence have been forwarded to members.

Matters Arising: 
Public transport: - JF thanked CM for his work on the website concerning the changes made to the bus service in this area.
CM asked MG about the planning of the bus route.
MG replied that the company has autonomy on deciding about the route. The consultation with the Council was confidential. The bus company then made changes with the approval of the Traffic Commissioners. He has had a lot of complaints in the past from the residents of Countesswells new town about the infrequency of the bus service.
JF reported witnessing the difficulties faced by bus drivers on the narrow part of the route. The bus that replaces the 15 is a 13 for Countesswells new town. It has been favoured at the expense of the service to Craigiebuckler.
MG informed the meeting that First adjusts its routes according to the outcomes of passenger analysis.

The survey of residents’ views concerning the future of the green space between Countesswells Ave and Springfield Road: -
MM said that we gleaned a lot of helpful information which must be collated. She described the process of collecting data. It is apparent that people use the area and love it. There are differing concerns about the amenity. 
She informed the meeting that people were delighted we were doing the survey and that they got a say.
MG thanked the Community Council for doing the survey and for getting such a huge response. He has been in protracted discussions with the Environmental Manager, and this helps. Whatever is done, it will have to be environmentally robust and long-term solution. It needs to be a strategic project.

CM reported that there were 1,300 visits to the Community Council’s website.

CM asked MG about the process that was followed in the Fernielea Project. Fernielea benefited from some public funds. They were required to do a public consultation to qualify for funding.
MM informed MG that we need to have some idea of the timetable for funding.
MG is to meet with the Environmental Manager. He will find out what we should do not to miss an opportunity for funding.
MG informed the meeting that there are people in the Council who can give information on various funds.
CM reported that he had attended a meeting of the Community Council Forum and asked about funding.
MM commented that, now the survey is done, we must keep the momentum going on this. We must demonstrate an action plan as to what we are hoping to achieve.
All Ward Councillors would receive a copy of the report about the survey results and information on how we will use the data. A copy containing this information will also be sent to the Council’s Environmental Services Manager. WS suggested that we then contact the Press about our campaign and its findings.
WS proposed that a sub-committee is formed to discuss the results of the survey data with a view to compiling a report document.
It was agreed that the members would be WS, MM, RF and (in absentia) Keith Watson. The virtual meeting will be convened on 14th July at 7.00 pm.

Craigiebuckler Avenue Bus Terminus: CM reported that there are no seals between the sections of the tarmac surface.
MG reported that he already has a query about it, and he will share the council's response.

At the June meeting, MM reported that there is a big pothole on Craigiebuckler Avenue, near its junction with Kildrummy Road.
MG reported this to the Roads Department, and it has been repaired.

Planning Officer’s Report: RF screenshared the report and narrated the details of local planning applications, including minor works on homes and works on protected trees in Pinewood Gardens. 
A decision about the planning application to construct homes on the site of the former Treetops Hotel is still pending.
MG reported that it has been put back until September or October.
CC reported that a pavement had been dug up on Springfield Road, but there was no identifying marker.
MG will investigate this matter.  

Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors: 

In his absence, Councillor John Cooke provided the following report, which was narrated by WS: -

“In terms of what I’ve been working on, you’ll of course have seen the vote to have buses and taxis on Union Street.
 
You’ll also recall my note to say that there’s now agreement on the site for the bus stop to serve the new Aldi and that the roads in the Pinewood/Hazledene development should be adopted soon. The No 15 service is going to be extended to serve the new houses, and also the new Countesswells Development to the west.
 
I’ve also been dealing with the usual crop of pothole and uneven pavement queries, and ongoing issues with some of the fallen trees left from the winter storms. As well as that, I’ve been helping some constituents who are hosting Ukrainian refugee families. The council has set up a team to help the refugees with things like schools and employment etc, but some of the bureaucracy isn’t always easy to navigate, especially for people who may have left some of their paperwork behind when fleeing a war-zone.”

RF asked MG if there will be a bus stop for the new ALDI store. MG said that there will be a bus stop.

CM has identified difficulties that pedestrians may experience when accessing the store, which may compromise their safety. He photographed the safety problems. MG asked CM to send the photos to him for the purpose of aiding his investigation of this safety issue.

MM asked what was happening at Airyhall library. The car park was blocked. She also asked how long it would be blocked off. 
Mg will investigate.
 

A.O.C.B. It was agreed that the Community Council would not meet in August.
There being no further business, WS thanked everyone for their attendance, and declared the meeting closed.

Date of Next Virtual Meeting. Tuesday 6th September 2022 at 7.00 pm.

