               Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council
           Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of 6th September 2022

Present: William Sell (WS), Craig Melvin (CM), Cameron Campbell (CC), Robert Frost (RF), Margaret Meikle (MM), Keith Watson (KW), Police Sergeant John McOuat, Councillor Ken McLeod (KM), Councillor Martin Greig (MG), Councillor John Cooke (JC). 
Apologies: Jane Ormerod, Dana Blyth, Karen Reilly, Councillor Jennifer Stewart.
Police report: JM : -
Acquisitive crime. Nothing of note. No thefts reported. We were advised to report suspicious vehicles and persons.
Road safety. No incidents of note. The local police team will work with partners on road safety issues. Operation armour is ongoing regarding thefts of motorbikes.
Community engagement: Scams and frauds continued to be an issue. We were advised to remain vigilant.
KW asked if any speed cheques are still being done. He commented about the speeding on Springfield Road and reported that cyclists are still being forced onto the pavement. This is more problematic later at night.
JM will speak to his colleagues regarding speed cheques.
CM Asked if road islands are a safe solution for cyclists. He said that walking and cycling are not safe in this area, and he quoted examples.
JM referredto the new traffic regulations when answering his question. Islands and crossings were installed before the new regulations. There is no history of roads traffic collisions. We all have a massive role to pay.
MG, commenting on issues of refuges, said that there are traffic calming measures on Springfield Road. They are very positive when it comes to road safety.
Minutes of Virtual Meeting of 5th July: Adoption proposed by CM.
Seconded by MMM. There being no amendments, the minutes were adopted.
Treasures Report: CC Reported a balance of £957.91
CM enquired about being reimbursed for the cost, in the event of him purchasing a domain name for the website. 
The question of the domain name was discussed. CM is awaiting guidance from Karen Finch regarding the name.
MG advised a short name for the domain.
MG said, “We'll find out what additional guidance can be given to the Community Council regarding the domain name.” 
Correspondence: All items of emailed correspondence have been forwarded to the members.
Matters Arising: 
The survey of residents’ views concerning the future of the green space between Countesswells Avenue and Springfield Rd.
WS reported that a draft survey report was forwarded to all members for their scrutiny and advice. The document, if approved, will be forwarded by e-mail to all Ward Councillors and the Environmental Manager, and after a reasonable time, the Press will be informed of its content and purpose.
The motion for the adoption of the report was proposed by KW and seconded by RF.
The motion to adopt the survey report document was carried. 
It was also agreed to adopt the summary of the report document, subject to amendments proposed by MM.
Thanks to the Sub-committee: WS – 
“During the July meeting it was decided to form a subcommittee for the purpose of managing the data generated by the residents survey of their views about what they wanted to be achieved for the future of the green space between Countesswells Avenue and Springfield Rd. The subcommittee met online on the 14th of July. The members were Margaret Meikle, Robert Frost, Keith Watson, and me.
I take this opportunity to thank Margaret, Robert, and Keith for attending the meeting, and for their valuable input, which resulted in the completion of the report document.”
The Fernielea Project Funding: 
The funding for this project was discussed at the July meeting. It was mentioned that the project benefited from some public funds. 
WS put the question to MG about what we need to do to avoid missing an opportunity for funding. He pointed out that we may have to raise money for the benefit of future projects, as well as the current project.
MG said that there could be a £1000 available for environmental improvement projects. He suggested that we ask Steven Shaw, so that he may provide a monetary value that we could offset against the cost of a project. We could also do individual projects.
MG said he would find out the costs associated with projects.
CM reported that he carried out research and found that there is £500,000 available for pathways. He suggested we make a map of the area of the greenspace and delineate it with what we would like to see done to specific areas of the open space.
JC suggested that if we are looking for sources of funding, we must start by specifying what we want to do, then look at funding sources.
Lack of bitumen seals between the sections of the new tarmac surface at the Craigiebuckler Avenue bus terminus:
Mg reported that this has been remedied.
Difficulties that pedestrians may experience when accessing the new ALDI store:
MG Followed up this problem and reported that it is private land, and it meets planning policy. It also meets the planning requirements for pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
Pedestrian crossing on Countesswells Road, near the Robert Gordon’s Playing Fields:
Mg followed up this matter. He reported that the Roads Team still do not believe that a crossing on Countesswells Road, near the playing fields, is necessary.
Planning Officer’s Report: The report was screen shared and narrated by RF.
 Concerning the recent planning application pertaining to zone D of the ALDI development, near the ALDI store, RF reported that the planning statement differs in respect of the number of homes originally applied for. The original planning application was in 2013.
RF reported that the care home is now completed. He also reported that there is no outlet for the suds pond near the home.
Concerning the tree protection fence near the rambler’s path, MG informed the meeting that altering the width of the path involves a planning condition. He will cheque with planning regarding the width of the path.
The issue of bus-stop layby on the Dandara site was mentioned in the report. JC reported that the Roads Team had already told Dandara to move the bus stop layby.
RF also reported that there were applications for works to protected trees.
Discussions with Ward Councillors: The unsuitability of a section of the road on the new bus route: JC informed the meeting that there is never a formal retrospective review of traffic caused by a business that received planning permission. The Council relies on the public to tell them about matters that go wrong after planning consent has been granted. 
KW informed the meeting that relying on the public to tell the Council what went wrong, post planning consent, is ludicrous.
AOCB: CM reported on his attendance at the recent Community Council Forum meeting. 
Examples of points that were raised: There is going to be a resilience plan for community councils.
The city masterplan was mentioned.
The football stadium is going to be located at the beach.
CM will post these updates on the website.
MG informed the meeting that there is a wealth of information available on the masterplan, for example, the future of the Police Headquarters after their Queen Street building has been demolished.
Date of Next Virtual Meeting: Tuesday 4th October 20223 at 7:00 PM.








