
CRAIGIEBUCKLER AND SEAFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Planning Officer’s Report 06 February 2024

Planning Matters
Reference 231370/DPP
ApplicationValidated Thu 02 Nov 2023
Address The James Hutton Institute Countesswells Road Aberdeen AB158QH
Proposal Erection of extension to existing building to form a conferencingarea, erection of infill extension to form entrance vestibule withassociated terrace and landscaping works
Status Pending
Appeal Status Unknown
Appeal Decision Not Available
Local Review BodyStatus Not Available
Local Review BodyDecision Not Available
Application Type Detailed Planning Permission
Expected Decision Level Not Available
Case Officer Roy Brown
Community Council Craigiebuckler And Seafield
Ward Hazlehead/Queen's Cross/Countesswells
District Reference Not Available
Applicant Name The James Hutton Institute
Agent Name Abigail VanderLek
Agent Company Name JMArchitects
Agent Address 64 Queen Street Edinburgh EH2 4NA
Environmental AssessmentRequested No
ApplicationValidated Date Thu 02 Nov 2023
Expiry Date Fri 01 Dec 2023
Permission ExpiryDate Not Available
DeterminationDeadline Mon 01 Jan 2024



Local Review BodyDecision Date Not Available

This application relates to the eastern wing of the main institute building, including the singlestorey extension which projects from the eastern wing. This part of the building currently containsa series of enclosed offices and meeting rooms together with the reception, staff canteen andInstitute library.







Proposed Site Plan:



Existing Site Plan:





Letter of representation sent 11/12/23 but due to a misunderstanding has now been withdrawn:
Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Mr Roy Brown, Case Officer, 10 Craigiebuckler Drive,
Planning and Sustainable Development, Aberdeen, AB15 8ND.
Aberdeen City Council,
Business Hub 4, 15th July 2020
Marischal College,
Broad Street,
Aberdeen, AB10 1AB.

Dear Mr Brown,
Application Number: 231370/DPP. Proposal: Erection of extension to existing building to forma conferencing area, erection of infill extension to form entrance vestibule with associated terraceand landscaping works.
Applicant: The James Hutton Institute Countesswells Road Aberdeen AB15 8QH
Thank you for extending the time limit for the submission of our written representationconcerning the above referenced planning application.
We consider that it is relevant to briefly summarise the history of the site before stating ourobjections to the proposed development.
In our opinion, the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the built environment is the Mansion House, whichwas built in 1826 by the estate proprietor and prosperous entrepreneur, James Blaikie, who wasthe city’s first ‘Lord Provost’.
This is a stately granite edifice of quality which is architecturally impressive and honourable tothe skills of its 19th century builders.
When, in 1930, 50 acres of the estate was acquired by virtue of a benefaction by Thomas BassettMacaulay on behalf of the newly formed Institute for Soil Research, the Mansion House wasincorporated in its campus.
In 1987 the Macaulay Institute for Soil Research was merged with the Hill Farming ResearchOrganisation (HRFO) in Edinburgh to create the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute.During 1992/3, there was a major development of the site of the Research Institute whichfeatured the architectural styles and materials of that decade.Most of this development is to the North and West of the Mansion House and continues toincorporate it.It appears that, to mitigate its contrast with the traditional granite build of the Mansion House,the development at ground level used grey ashlar blocks to form the structural pillars whichsupport the upper stories.The continued use of ashlar blocks to build the walls of the upper stories is noted. Furthermore,



we observe that most of the roofs of the 1990s development are sloped.The existing building to the East of the development, which will incorporate the proposedextension, has a curved roofline.In contrast the proposed extension is a flat-roofed structure, which will make it a nesting site forseagulls. What plans are there in place to prevent that?Whilst we appreciate that natural materials will be used to form the proposed building, e.g.,wooden cladding, its plain square profile and uninspiring appearance seem, in our opinion, torender it too inappropriate for any connection or association with the architectural splendourand historical significance of the Mansion House and the eminent people who occupied it.We contend that the planned extension is not in keeping, materially or in appearance, with thepresent style of buildings on the site. Although they consist of a combination of different typesof surfaces, they fit well together and form a united whole.This proposed development seems to lack their cohesiveness.The James Hutton Institute occupied the site in April 2011. In recent years, it has encouragedthe community to access its campus and attend the events that it hosts. This proposed extension,in our opinion, lacks the positive visual impact to convey the ethos of those objectives.We consider the proposed extension to be visually bland and, as such, should not be built onthis site of both historical and modern significance.
Yours sincerely,William Sell, Chair.



Planning Application Summary with Decisions Dec 2023 – Jan 2024



Planning Applications as per weekly planning list December 2023-January 2024:
Reference 231524/ADV
ApplicationValidated Wed 06 Dec 2023
Address Corner Of Hill Of Rubislaw And Queens Road Aberdeen
Proposal Installation of non-illuminated free standing sign
Status Approved
Decision Approve Conditionally
Decision IssuedDate Wed 13 Dec 2023

Application Type Advertisement Consent
Decision Approve Conditionally
Actual Decision Level Delegated Decision
Expected Decision Level Not Available
Case Officer Dineke Brasier
Community Council Craigiebuckler And Seafield
Ward Hazlehead/Queen's Cross/Countesswells
District Reference Not Available
Applicant Name Kennedy Wilson
Agent Name Claire Coutts
Agent Company Name Ryden LLP
Agent Address The Capitol 431 Union Street Aberdeen AB11 6DA
Environmental AssessmentRequested No





Reference 231566/DPP
ApplicationValidated Mon 11 Dec 2023
Address 10 Pinewood Road Aberdeen AB15 8NA
Proposal Installation of access ramp with balustrade to front
Status Pending
Appeal Status Unknown
Appeal Decision Not Available
Local Review BodyStatus Not Available
Local Review BodyDecision Not Available
Application Type Detailed Planning Permission
Expected Decision Level Not Available
Case Officer Jennifer Keohane
Community Council Craigiebuckler And Seafield
Ward Hazlehead/Queen's Cross/Countesswells
District Reference Not Available
Applicant Name Mr David Wood
Agent Name Ben Mazzucco
Agent Company Name William P Whiland & Son Limited
Agent Address 8 Alder Road Broadmeadow Estate Dumbarton WestDunbartonshire G82 2EL
Environmental AssessmentRequested No
ApplicationValidated Date Mon 11 Dec 2023
Expiry Date Thu 04 Jan 2024
Last Advertised InPress Date Not Available
Permission ExpiryDate Not Available
DeterminationDeadline Sat 10 Feb 2024
Local Review BodyDecision Date Not Available





Reference 240011/DPP
ApplicationValidated Mon 08 Jan 2024
Address 54 Craigiebuckler Terrace Aberdeen AB15 8SX
Proposal Erection of 1.5 storey extension to side and formation of dormerto front, and single storey rear extension
Status Pending
Appeal Status Unknown
Appeal Decision Not Available
Local Review BodyStatus Not Available
Local Review BodyDecision Not Available
Application Type Detailed Planning Permission
Expected Decision Level Not Available
Case Officer Esmond Sage
Community Council Craigiebuckler And Seafield
Ward Hazlehead/Queen's Cross/Countesswells
District Reference Not Available
Applicant Name Mr Paul Murray
Agent Name Albyn Architects Ltd.
Agent Company Name Albyn Architects
Agent Address Suite 1 Chattan Mews 18 Chattan Place Aberdeen



AB10 6RD
Environmental AssessmentRequested No
ApplicationValidated Date Mon 08 Jan 2024
Expiry Date Wed 31 Jan 2024
Last Advertised InPress Date Not Available
Permission ExpiryDate Not Available
DeterminationDeadline Thu 07 Mar 2024




