               Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council
            Minutes of Meeting – Tuesday, 3rd February 2026
Present                                                                                                                                                                                   William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Craig Melville, Cameron Campbell, Robert Frost, Karen Reilly, Ranald Cameron, Keith Watson, Councillor Ken McLeod, Councillor Martin Greig, One Resident. 
Apologies                                                                                                                                                                                                Cllr John Cooke, Caroline Walker
Police Report                                                                                                                                                                            Nil report
Minutes of the Meeting of 2nd December 2025                                                                             William Sell apologised for his oversight in circulating the abovementioned minutes. The document will be circulated by email and submitted for approval at the March meeting.
Treasurer’s Report                                                                                                                                                           Cameron Campbell reported that all cheques were paid, as agreed, including £350 to Pets Corner. That cheque has not been lodged. Therefore, the working fund is £816.89.
Project Expenditure and Reimbursement Claims: -
Craig Melville submitted claims for reimbursement relating to the following projects: 
· A3 Pop-up Poster & Logo: Refund for Adobe Software £80
· £300 Digital Noticeboard 
On both occasions, the proposer/claimant, Craig Melville, had voted for himself. William informed Craig that Aberdeen City Council’s Governance advised that, as these were his own proposals and projects, there were conflicts of interest and therefore he should not have voted. The votes taken for these projects at the meeting on 2nd December 2025 were declared invalid. 
Financial Procedures and Voting Guidance (narrated by William Sell).
· Advance Approval: All expenditure must be approved before purchasing goods or services to ensure transparency and maintain a clear audit trail for annual accounts. 
· Pre-Approved Budgets: Where a budget has been agreed in advance, individual purchases within that budget do not require separate approval. 
· Project Proposals: Members proposing a project should provide reasons for its necessity and an estimated cost. They should not participate in the vote on their own proposal. 
· Voting: Work should only commence once a majority vote has been achieved. 
First Proposal – Reimbursement for Software Licence (narrated by William Sell)
· The licence purchase was not approved by the Community Council beforehand. 
· The submitted invoice was marked ‘subscription’. 
· The produced poster appeared to resemble Clip Art and could potentially have been printed at no cost. 
· There was no confirmation that the software was used solely for the intended purpose. 
The Community Council decided not to revote on the issue and reimbursement of expenditure was denied.
Second Proposal – Device for Bluetooth Engagement (narrated by William Sell)
Governance (the Council’s legal professionals) advised that this project should not proceed further due to a number of concerns, following consultation with Legal, Environmental Services, and the Lighting Team.
· Conflict of Interest: Concerns regarding how the proposal was introduced and voted on. 
· GDPR Compliance: Potential issues if the device collects mobile phone data. 
· PECR Regulations: The device may fall under electronic marketing rules; legal advice is recommended to avoid Information Commissioner enforcement action. 
· Street Furniture Restrictions: Permission is required before attaching anything to street furniture, and permission is generally not granted. Have you obtained permission, and if so, from whom? 
· Environmental Consultation: Steven Shaw, responsible for environmental matters, has not been asked to approve this project. 
Recommendation from ACC Governance
· Do not purchase anything for this project at this stage.
· A detailed written proposal is required, including:
· Full breakdown of benefits to the Community Council
· Permissions sought
· GDPR implications
· Publicity management plan
Based on officer feedback and legal concerns, it is strongly advised against proceeding with this project to avoid acting outside the law.
Reimbursement of expenditure was denied.
Correspondence                                                                                                                        All items of emailed correspondence were forwarded to the members.
Matters arising from the Meeting of 2nd December 2025
Parking on Macauly Drive – The Resident gave an account of his interactions with the James Hutton Institute and described the behaviour of the drivers of the cars parked on Macaulay Drive.
When Cllr Martin Greig previously followed up this issue with ACC’s Roads Team he was informed that yellow lines are the only option. He gave a detailed account of the process of applying to have yellow lines painted on the edges of Macaulay Drive. He will follow up this issue, again. 
Residents’ Survey. Have the results been collated? – Craig Melville reported that 82 residents responded to the survey. The collation of the results is a work in progress.
Cllr Greig called for ideas around the space formerly operated by Somebody Cares. This is a brown field site. Perhaps a recreational amenity could be built there? He invited further suggestions.
Cllr Greig pointed out that a lot of preparatory work would be required. 
Margaret Meikle suggested a veterinary practise. She said it would be useful. Another suggestion offered was that part of the site could be used for parking by dog walkers.

During the December meeting, Keith Watson suggested setting up a WhatsApp group for the community council. A list of subscribers was compiled during the present meeting.
Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                         (Covering the months of December and January).
Robert reported that Malcolm Allan House Builder has applied to build 12 semi-detached homes on the site of 13 unbuilt town houses (Planning application No 215528)
Trees and habitat are being damaged during construction operations on the site which has been named ‘Treetops Grove’. Councillor Martin Greig will follow up this grievous issue with the Council’s Planning Department.
Keith Watson advised that we push for enforcement action against the breaches of the tree protection order. Tree root systems are being damaged.
It was reported that, because of many days of heavy rainfall, Couper’s Pond is nearly breaching the embankment on the Malcolm Allan site. This puts the residents on the site at risk of having their homes flooded. The Developer is aware of this situation.
Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors
Damaged gates to Springbank Cemetery: - Concern was expressed at the length of time that the gates, which were damaged by an RTC last Autumn, have gone without repair.  Councillor Greig will investigate this matter with the Council.
Beach erosion - missing groynes. Concerns were expressed that 2 groynes were missing at the Fittie end of the beach. Councillor Greig will follow up this matter with the Council.
Broken railings in Queens Rd. Councillor Greig was asked about the damaged safety rails in Queens Road by Craig Melville. Councillor Greig will ask the Roads Team about repairing them.
Springfield Road cul-de-sac - Craig Melville informed Councillor Greig that he has received a complaint from a resident whose street is not being serviced by the Council’s gritter. He wants someone from the Council to see the potholes in his cul-de-sac at 181 – 195 Queens Road. He also wants the road resurfaced. 
Councillor Greig will relay this complaint to the Council’s roads team.
Blocked drains on Springfield Avenue – Councillor Greig was asked about clearing blocked drains and clearing leaves and organic debris in Craigiebuckler Avenue - especially near the church. 
Councillor Greig will report these problems to the Council.
Margaret reported that the parking meter on Ashgrove Road West is not accepting coins. This meter is part of a row of meters which are used by visitors and out-patients. Councillor Greig will follow up this issue with the responsible Council Officer.
A.O.C.B                                                                                                                           Craig Melville expressed his thanks to the Council for clearing leaves off Springfield Avenue’s pavement and road in response to his report.
Date of the Next Meeting                                                                                                        At 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 3rd March 2026 in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church

