Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7pm in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

Present 
William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Pam Fraser, Duncan Laidlaw, Robert Frost, Craig Melville, Councillor Martin Greig.
Resident Jim Flett.

Apologies                                                                                                                                     Cllr John Cooke, Cllr Ken McLeod, Dr Susan Reader, Cameron Campbell, Karen Reilley, Keith Watson

Police Report                                                                                                                            Police reports will become digitally available in the future.

Minutes of Previous Meetings.                                                                                                       The minutes the meeting of 2nd December 2025 were adopted on a proposal by Robert Frost, seconded by Margaret Meikle.

The minutes the meeting of 3rd February 2026 were adopted on a proposal by Robert Frost, seconded by Margaret Meikle.

Treasurer’s Report Already provided at AGM.

Correspondence Email received from Val Milne, Braeside and Mannofield Community Council on 2nd March 2026 in which she informs us that she has been tasked with contacting us to enquire about a possible future collaboration between our CC’s. 

William narrated the email in which she explains that the biodiversity subgroup which she chairs within her community council is becoming increasingly concerned about the constant pressure from Developers to develop Green Belt land. Of a particular concern is the environmental report (a greenbelt survey) on the site recently commissioned by CALA who propose to develop 103 houses at Pitfodels. 

She states that, although this development is not in the area represented by her community council, the members are concerned because it will affect many of their residents who treasure their access to ‘countryside’ by walking along the Deeside Line. 

Furthermore, her community council is very keen to commission a truly independent report on this land or a similar site because it would help challenge this and future applications. She then explains that the problem is that the independent report could cost around 2k, which her community council cannot afford on its own.

Val then asks if we could collaborate around progressing this because Braeside and Mannofield Community Council cannot afford to do it on their own. They need partners.

She also states that the land is pristine and has populations of red squirrels and badgers. 
                               
Robert Frost, Planning Officer, informed the meeting that the planning application referred to in Val Milne’s email is for 103 5-bedroom houses on either side of the Deeside walkway at Pitfodels Station Road. 

He also advised the meeting that the green belt survey may be done by another resource without having to pay the £2000 cost of commissioning a green space audit.

It was agreed that any financial decision about Val’s proposed collaboration between our community councils will not be taken until our April meeting when the Treasurer will be present.

In a further email, Val Milne asked if William had any information from Malcolm Allen house builders regarding progress at the ex-Treetops site. Her community council had a lot of people asking them if there are changes to the plans regarding the affordable housing at the site of the old Airyhall primary school. She states that there has been absolutely no work done at all. She has written to the developer but had no response.

Robert Frost reported that he has looked at the site of the affordable housing development. All the drainage is installed but there is a lot more work to be done. On the question concerning the Treetops site, the developer proposes to build houses on a plot which was previously allocated for flats.

Matters arising from the Meeting of 3rd February 2026                                                                    Broken gates at Springbank Cemetery.
Beach erosion – missing groins (2).
Broken railings in Queens Road – possibly the result of an RTC.
Springfield Road Cul de Sac – allegedly ignored by the gritting team and badly potholed. Blocked drains and leaf clearing in the vicinity of Springfield Church.

All these issues were followed up by Councillor Greig, the outcomes of which were forwarded to all members.
It was decided that they will no longer be listed for attention at future meetings.

At the February meeting, Cllr Greig called for ideas around the space formerly operated by Somebody Cares. He had suggested that a recreational amenity could be built there and invited further suggestions.
Suggestions offered during the February meeting were for a veterinary practice and a carpark for dog walkers.
Councillor Greig sent these suggestions to Aberdeen City Council in a communication which also mentioned the derelict state of the premises of the former ‘Somebody Cares’ business. He suggested that the site be designated as green space. Robert frost mentioned the history of the site and suggested that it could be used for allotments. 
Councillor Greg described it as a site at risk.
Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                    Robert Frost reported that trees and habitat are being damaged on the site of the old Treetops hotel. He advised us to write to the planning department regarding reinforcement of the tree protection order Duncan Laidlaw asked if it was possible to have a warden to enforce the tree protection order and initiate prosecution against any damage to the environment. 
Hutton Institute. On 09/09/25 the Planning Inspector replied our query about the hoardings at the junction linking the James Hutton Research Institute’s new road with Countesswells Road to say that the Planning Inspectors observed the signs at a recent site visit and a check of their records has confirmed that no consent has been sought and, as such, the hoardings appear to be unauthorised and in breach of advertisement regulations. Subsequently they contacted the James Hutton Institute’s agent and requested an application for advertisement consent to be submitted for consideration by 01 October 2025 to seek the view of the Planning Service about obtaining the required ‘retrospective’ consent. (This is the second time that James Hutton Institute have been in breach of planning regulations).
However, the signs are non-illuminated and are not information heavy. Therefore, they will not pose a distraction to road users and are appropriate for the site and the wider area in terms of their visual impact. The location of both signs is set back from the roadside and behind the newly relocated boundary wall as to not impede visibility or conflict with road safety requirements. The scale of the design is relative to the surroundings and will not prove dominating, which is appropriate for the character of the area and suitable for road safety purposes. The content of the design is limited to the name and logo of the business, to aid in the identification of the site by pedestrians and road users. This is the new main access into the James Hutton Institute. Its main purpose is to relocate traffic from the previous access road to this new access and create a new clear presence in Aberdeen City for the Institute. These new signs are an integral element of that agreed approach. The signs will be maintained by the applicant, to ensure safety and cleanliness. The proposed signs are therefore compliant with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisement) (Scotland).
Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors                                                                                                     Craig Melville pointed out that the lights on the Hutton Research Institute’s new road are not active at its junction with Countlesswells Road. He also reported that There are potholes at the junction between the Hutton Research Institute’s new road and Countesswells Road. Councillor Greg took note and will follow up this matter.
Robert Frost reported that three weeks ago the grit bin at the bus stop on Countlesswells Road was empty. Councillor Greg will follow up this issue.
Craig Melville asked for an update about the opening of the Hazelhead toilets.
Councillor Gregg replied that the upgrade of the toilet is being progressed.
Craig Melville reported damage to the road surface on McAulay Drive. The seam in the centre of the road is failing. He also reported damage to the drains near McCaulay Grange. Councillor Greg will follow up these matters.
Craig Melville reported that there is rubbish on the path at Countesswells Road. He counted 50 tins near the Gordon's playing field. Councillor Greg will follow up this issue.
A.O.C.B.
William reported that accesses the website, and the CC’s email account have been cut off because our passwords suddenly stopped working.

The website is also out of date with the last meeting in November being the latest posting.

Craig Melville will seek a solution to these problems.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Date of the Next Meeting                                                                                              7.00 pm on Tuesday 7th April 2026 in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.
