                   Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7pm in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

Present                                                                                                                                 William Sell welcomed Susan Reader, Pam Fraser, Cameron Campbell, Ranald Cameron, Margaret Meikle (Vice-Chair), Craig Melville, Karen Reilly, Councillor Martin Greig, Resident Jim Flett and Martin Roberts, resident of Macaulay Drive. 
                                                                 
Karen Reilly informed William and Margaret that she had moved home and no longer resided within the Community Council boundary. Before leaving the meeting, William expressed his thanks for her long service and wished her all the best in her new home.

Apologies                                                                                                                                         Councillor John Cooke, Councillor Ken McLeod, Robert Frost, 

Police Report                                                                                                                                                  A letter from Superintendent Jason Carrigan, Operational Policing, was narrated by William Sell.
Superintendent Carrigan has reviewed the police’s current arrangements with a view to ensuring that their visibility to the Community Council is as high as possible. He explained his strategy for achieving this objective.
                                                                                                      
Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd March 2026                                                                                   The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted on a proposal by Margaret Meikle, seconded by Pam Fraser.

Treasurer’s Report
Cameron Campbell, Treasurer, expressed his appreciation to the members for updating both his signature date on the 2025 accounts and that of the Auditor, Katherine McKay. He conveyed Katherine’s apology for the date of her signature being erroneous. 
The accounts have been submitted to Karen Finch, community council Liaison Officer.
It was agreed that Katherine McKay should receive an honorarium for auditing the accounts.
Cameron stated there is £907.39 left in the account after ACC’s Pets Corner cashed a £350 donation cheque.
The bank’s monthly charge has been reduced from £5.25 to £4.25.
Cameron estimated that our bank balance would increase to £1.800 when we received the operating grant from Aberdeen City Council.
Craig Melville asked if we know how recipients of our donations appropriate the money. This question was also of interest to Jim Flett.
Cameron responded by naming the recipients and describing, in turn, the purpose for which they expended their monetary donation.
After a discussion, Cameron Campbell proposed that £30 is expended to replenish the stock of dog waste bags.
The vote was 5 in favour of the proposal, 1 against. 
Cameron Campbell will ask Robert Frost to print notices to accompany the bags.
Correspondence                                                                                                            All items of emailed correspondence have been forwarded to the membership.

Matters arising from the Meeting of 3rd March 2026                                                  William Sell reported that all enquiries from the March meeting were followed up by Councillor Martin Greig and the outcomes emailed to all members.

Residents’ Survey. Craig Melville reported that the data from the survey has been collated and published on the website.   

At the February meeting, Keith Watson suggested that we pursue enforcement action against violations of the tree preservation order at the Treetops site.
The complaint focused on Aberdeen City Council's failure to enforce the tree preservation order. It was sent by email to Mr Easton on March 28, with all members copied. William Sell mentioned he had not received any confirmation in response to his email.
Councillor Martin Greg will follow up with Mr Easton and his colleagues to determine what actions, if any, will be taken.
Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                                                                                       In the absence of the Planning Officer, William Sell narrated the planning report, as follows: -

There are a lot of planning applications this month and Robert requested extensions for us to submit comments.

The deadline to comment on the contentious Kinaldie Crescent planning application is set for April 23rd, 2026. An objection letter has already been prepared.
A planning application for 18 houses and 6 affordable homes at the former Hazlewood Primary School Site on Fernilea Road is under consideration. While not within our CC area and with Woodend lacking a community council, we can submit comments as a standard representation, as confirmed by Senior Planner Laura Robertson. An extension to 17 April has been granted for comment submission, but any feedback will be treated as a standard representation, not as a Community Council response.
     
Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors                                 
Martin Roberts noted significant improvement in parking on Macaulay Drive and thanked the Community Council for its contribution.
The bus stop at Pinewood Ave was vandalized with eggs, making residents reluctant to use the shelter. Councillor Martin Gregg will request the council to clean it. 
On 12 May, a senior officer from the Hutton Research Institute will speak there. 
The marathon offices are being demolished, which concerns Martin Roberts due to a trend of significant buildings being lost; he wishes to address this topic at the next community council meeting and has requested a slot.
Margaret Meikle suggested emailing Councillor Greg when dog waste bins are full.
Craig Melville has some ideas for placing park benches near Hazledene Road.
A Hazledene Rd resident reported parking on double yellow lines; Councillor Martin Greg acknowledged the complaint.
Margaret Meikle reported that a man and a woman, both with Eastern European accents and no badges, asked her about Russian or Polish residents in the area. She recorded the time and date of the encounter. Councillor Martin Gregg will inform the police.

A.O.C.B.                                                                                                                                          There being no additional matters to address, William Sell expressed his appreciation to all attendees for their participation and formally concluded the meeting.   
Date of the Next Meeting                                                                                                            7:00 pm, Tuesday 5th May 2026, Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

