           Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7pm in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

Present                                                                                                                               William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Craig Melville, Cameron Campbell, Robert Frost, Ranald Cameron, Susan Reader, Keith Watson, Pamela Fraser, Resident Martin Roberts, Councillor Ken McLeod. A Reporter from the P & J.

Apologies                                                                                                                                      Councillors John Cooke and Martin Greig.

Police Report                                                                                                     Unavailable                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Meeting of 7th April 2026                                                                                                                           The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted on a proposal by Ranald Cameron, seconded by Susan Reader.                                                                               

Treasurer’s Report                                                                                             Cameron Campbell reported that we had received a grant of £960.29 on the 17th of April from Aberdeen City Council. The bank balance is now £1,862.93. We have received a reimbursement from Aberdeen City Council of £97,20 to compensate us for paying our insurance premium. 

After all our bills ha have been paid, our working balance will be £1,775.

An honorarium of £35 has been paid to the auditor of the accounts, Catherine Mackay. 

Cameron asked if we would be agreeable to having another tree planted, he will arrange to ask the church for permission to have the tree on their grounds.

Councillor Ken McLeod pointed out that the rate of allocation of funding to community councils hasn't changed for five years. The chair of Queen's Cross Community Council has asked for this matter to be discussed at the Community Council Forum to raise awareness that inflation is decreasing the value of the funding, and it will continue to dwindle over the years.

Cameron Campbell explained that our biggest expense is our contribution towards Christmas events. We also fund donations to local youth groups. He continued to detail donations that youth groups receive from our community council.

Robert agreed to print laminated posters for display at the locations where dog waste bins are provided.

Craig Melville suggested an area booklet to make residents aware of what we provide. It was agreed to form a working group to decide on the strategy for printing and distributing the booklet. 

The members of the working group will be William Sell, Craig Melville, Margaret Meikle, Keith Watson and Susan Reader. William Sell will email absent members to explain why the group was formed and invite them to join it.

Secretary’s Report                                                                                                                         Craig reported that most of the rubbish on Countesswells Road was removed, but a considerable amount remains, such as tins of beer and other refuse.
He also noticed that 45% of the drains on Countless Wells Road are blocked but the drains on Queens Rd have been cleared. 

Ranald noticed that the drain traps are full on his on Hazlehead Ave. Councillor McLeod took note of these issues for follow up.                           

Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                                                Robert reported that letters of objection had been sent by William in respect of the following planning applications: - 

260228/DPP
Application
Validated
Thu 05 Mar 2026
Address Land at Treetops Grove, The Treetops Development, Springfield
Road, Aberdeen, AB15 7SA
Erection of retaining wall and associated landscaping
(retrospective)

260281/DPP
Application
Validated
Wed 25 Mar 2026
Address: 22 And 24 Kinaldie Crescent, Aberdeen, AB15 8HX
Proposal: Substantial demolition of two dwellinghouses and the erection of
a replacement dwellinghouse.



Reference 260192/DPP
Application
Validated
Mon 09 Mar 2026
Address: Land at Former Hazlewood Primary School Site, Fernilea Road
Aberdeen AB15 6GU
Proposal: Residential development comprising 18 dwelling houses and 6
affordable homes with associated infrastructure, access,
landscaping, drainage.

William reported that he had emailed Mr Matthew Easton, Planning Officer Aberdeen City Council, inviting him to attend this meeting to give a talk about the relevance of tree Protection Orders in respect of building consent.                        Mr Easton replied, thanking him for the invitation to speak at this meeting but then stated that, regrettably, current council resources do not allow him to attend community council meetings.

Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors                                                                             The guest speaker, Mr. Martin Roberts, thanked William Sell for his invitation to give the following talk: ‘Ideas for an Industrial Strategy Development for Aberdeen.’
He began by expressing concern about the demolition of office buildings in Aberdeen and informed the meeting that there is also public concern about the disappearance of buildings of high recognition, some of which have disappeared from farmer office developments. He also expressed the need to compile a live office inventory and facilitate local businesses to use that stock, as identified. 
Martin explained how we have an opportunity to develop a dynamic strategy to encourage business development in the city, whereby the UK government should be involved. 
He expressed the need for the creation of a business case. and the questions should be asked, “Who has influence and power?  Do we have the right commercial environment?” 
One of the iconic buildings he mentioned was the farmer hotel on Great Northern Road, now empty and redundant. It is an iconic building, constructed in the 1930s. It was built in the art deco style of the era.
Can we mobilise opinions in the Council?
It was a thought-provoking talk which, at its conclusion, received a massive ovation from the members.
Councillor Ken McLeod reported that Countesswells Road was blocked off. He described the detour to avoid the closure as a nightmare with misleading signage. Other streets in the area were also closed, e.g., John Porter Wynd. He has followed up these issues with the Council.
Craig Melville, with reference to the work at Hazlehead Academy, asked Councillor Martin Greig if the astroturf was being kept. Councillor Greig replied in the affirmative.
A.O.C.B.                                                                                                                                               Craig Melville reported that the poor condition of Coupers Pond was being mentioned in social media, lack of funding being attributed to the cause of its rundown state.
Susan Reader suggested that a litter picking expedition should be undertaken to improve the public visibility of the Community Council. It was unanimously agreed to have a litter-picking session in our area.
William Sell proposed the admission of Martin Roberts as a co-opted member.
The proposal was accepted by Martin and unanimously agreed by the membership.
The application form for co-opted membership will be provided by William.
There being no further business, William thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed.
Date of the Next Meeting   
7.00 pm on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

