           Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7pm in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

Present                                                                                                                                               William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Craig Melville, Cameron Campbell, Robert Frost, Pamela Fraser, Martin Roberts, Susan Reader, Duncan Laidlaw, Ranald Cameron, Caroline Walker, Councillor Martin Greig, Councillor Duncan McLeod.

Apologies                                                                                                                           Councillor John Cooke, Keith Watson.

Police Report                                                                                                                       No report has been received.                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Meeting of 5th May 2026
An error at Para 1, line 3 of the ‘Treasurer’s Report’ was identified by Pamela Fraser. William Sell will correct the above-named erroneous entry. The corrected draft minutes will be emailed for scrutiny by the membership. Their adoption will be considered at the next monthly meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report                                                                                                                          Narrated by Cameron Campbell: -

“Following correspondence last month regarding the accounts for the Community Council, I include below confirmation from our independent auditor, Ms Catherine Mackay, of her approval of the accounts of 2024 and 2025 submitted to her - attached below. I am reassured by this. The accounts are transparent and accurate.

Catherine observes and confirms the information reported in the 2025 accounts - ie the totals reported at 31st December are correct. Also, the balance of £1261.64 on 23rd February 2026 is valid. This February total is requested and considered by the Council for the purposes of evaluating our annual CC block grant. If the end of year total exceeds £1000, the grant is reduced, unless there is an explanation of ear-marked projects for funding or some other acceptable reason. Since the community council Financial Year follows the calendar year, this February total would contribute towards the 2026 accounts and is not to be considered in the 2025 reporting. This is probably why an incorrect total has been minuted from our meeting. The minute will require to be corrected at the AGM at the February or March 2027 meeting.

Community Account: Craigiebuckler & Seafield Community Council 060002388

15 April 2026 - Statement opening balance 2026: £902.64        

21 April - Paid-in: £960.29 (we were awarded the full block grant after I updated Karen Finch on our financial commitments)   

05 May - Bank service charges: £4.25 

05 May - Statement closing balance £1858.68”.     

William recalled that, during the May Meeting, Cameron asked if we would be agreeable to having another tree planted. He said that he would ask the church for permission to have the tree on their grounds.

Cameron informed the meeting that he had emailed his request to the Church Secretary and had received a positive reply. 
However, the major repairs to which the church is to undergo could inhibit the project. 
After discussion, it was decided to donate £100 towards the Church’s summer event instead.

Secretary’s Report                                                                                                      Craig Melville: - 
Children on astra turf in grounds of Airyhall Primary School.
Councillor Greig will contact the firm responsible for school security.

Nine vehicles were parked on Macaulay Drive on 2nd June.
Councillor Greig attributed the parking to an event at the James Hutton Research Institute.

The communications of traffic regulation orders are very poor, e.g., the reasons for the closures are not given.
Councillor Greig will investigate this issue.
Susan Reader commented that it would be good to know the reasons for the closures.

Craig’s initiative to publish a booklet to promote the area and make residents aware of what we provide: -
During the May meeting a subgroup was formed to develop the details of a plan for producing and disseminating the booklet.
Members of the subgroup were Craig Melville, William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Martin Roberts, Pamela Fraser, Susan Reader, Keith Watson.

William Sell reported that, on 26th May, he met online with fellow subgroup members, Margaret Meikle, Susan Reader and Pamela Fraser. He then proceeded to narrate the minute of the meeting, which he had emailed to all members.

Susan Reader produced a detailed comprehensive and useful contacts list which she distributed amongst the attendees. The list, which is printed in large fonts, includes telephone numbers and website addresses of local organisations such as Aberdeen City Council, the Police, Airyhall Community Centre, Airyhall Library, Bon Accord Care, Bus Services, Medical contacts such as ARI and GP Practices, the Dentist, Pharmacies, Care Homes, Schools and Nurseries, to name a few.

Robert Frost reported that he had printed laminated posters for display at the locations where dog waste bins are provided. He will give them to Cameron Campbell for distribution.

During the May meeting Susan Reader suggested that a litter picking expedition should be undertaken to improve the public visibility of the Community Council. It was unanimously agreed to have a litter-picking session in our area.
William Sell reported that he had asked Karen Finch for details of the health and safety requirements for this voluntary project. In response, Karen Finch sent a link to the Council officer who will support the project, including arranging collection of the litter bags.
Dates for the litter pick were discussed. Dates suggested were 29th August or 5th September – on a morning. Walker Dam was identified as a possible location for the litter pick, but a central meeting point remains to be identified.                                  It was decided to involve school children.
The project will be publicised as “West End Litter Pick”.
Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                                   Robert Frost included the latest planning applications in his report. They became subjects of discussion.                                                                                       Several of the planning applications were for work to protected trees.                                                                                                                               Also discussed were the planning applications which we had objected to.

The report provided a list of all planning applications which pertained to our area throughout May 2026.
Matters for Discussion with Ward Councillors.
Margaret Meikle reported that she had been overtaken on Hazeldene Road where there is a 20 mile an hour speed limit and speed bumps. The driver, who was speeding, may have been a local resident. The incident occurred when children were returning home from school.

Susan Reader reported finding a cycle helmet in her garden. Her investigation led to a makeshift shelter behind Springfield Avenue. Councillor Martin Greig informed the meeting that there are traveller encampments in the area. Susan will report the matter to the 101 Police number.

Councillor Greig will also use the same number because doing so informs the Police of something untoward.

Guest Speaker Martin Roberts – Industrial Development strategy for Aberdeen.                                                                                                                With reference to his talk during the last meeting, Martin thanked everyone for their feedback. He has created a Word document which is easily shared and has sent it to City Council planners. By way of feedback, he was informed that planning permission is not required for property demolition.

The question remains: “What use can be made of redundant commercial buildings that will benefit the city?”

The Council could take ownership of the strategy to repurpose the empty buildings. For example, they could compile a catalogue which lists the available buildings. This would not involve purchasing them because the Council would be acting as a broker by virtue of compiling the catalogue.

Martin suggested that the Council should appoint an executive officer to build relationships with local business leaders.

Craig Melville suggested that the Chamber of Commerce could take forward the project of rejuvenation. He would be happy to speak to the relevant people in ACC.

Councillor Greig suggested feeding the project into the local development plan, which is a detailed overview of the whole city and zoned areas, e.g., brownfield sites.                                                                                                                         What is to be done with a building is over to the owner. The Council does not have the legislation to enforce the purpose or future of a building.

Martin Roberts suggested a workshop within the Council to discuss subjects like just transition.

Councillor Greig replied to the effect that this is happening just now. ACC needs to support both the oil and gas industries as well as the new renewable industries. There is a need to support college training for new skills.

Martin Roberts asked if enough is being done to prevent the loss of commercial buildings.

Councillor Greig will find out if the Council can check a building before it is demolished.

Martin Roberts questioned if the Council is the right place to take this challenge.

A.O.C.B.                                                                                                                                    There being no other business, William thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed.

Date of the Next Meeting   
7.00 pm on Tuesday 4th August 2026 in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church
