                 Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on Tuesday 4th August 2026 at 7.0 pm in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

Present                                                                                                                             William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Craig Melville, Pamela Fraser, Robert Frost, Keith Watson, Ranald Cameron, Cameron Campbell, Susan Reader, Councillor Martin Greig.

Apologies                                                                                                                                       Cllr John Cooke, Cllr Ken McLeod, Martin Roberts.

Police Report                                                                                                                   Two officers from the Community Policing Team provided the following report.
Patrols are being conducted to deter speeding, with officers from Aberdeenshire also covering the area.
The 101 service is based in Dundee. To avoid waiting, crimes can also be reported through the police website.
Incidents: Cannabis was found being cultivated at a property on Queens Road.
Acquisitive crime: Reports have been received of people trying doors. One individual has been apprehended and remains in custody.
A planned operation concerning an incident on Provost Graham Avenue required armed officers and police dog handlers. The investigation is ongoing.
There have been reports of young cyclists performing wheelies on Queens Road, apparently as part of a social-media trend. School-based officers are seeking to engage with those organising the activity online.
Police stated that pursuing those responsible for these road traffic offences would be unsafe.
An ongoing operation targeting incidents involving electric bikes has led to visits to several addresses, the seizure of 19 modified e-bikes and charges against several individuals for road traffic offences. Officers also seized e-scooters and a quantity of cannabis.
The Community Policing email address is monitored around the clock.

Minutes of the Meeting of 5th May 2026 (Amended and recirculated on 4th June).                                                                                                                                         The minutes of the meeting held on 5th May 2026 were approved on a motion proposed by Pamela Fraser and seconded by Margaret Meikle.


Minutes of the Meeting of 2nd June 2026.                                                                        The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2026 were approved on a motion proposed by Craig Melville and seconded by Robert Frost.

Treasurer’s Report                                                                                                    Cameron reported that, as previously agreed, he had circulated Word versions of the Community Council’s audited annual accounts for 2021–2025 to members and reformatted them for publication on the Community Council website.
He has confirmation that the accounts are accurate.
The closing balance for the financial year 1 January–31 December 2025 was 
£1,271.64. 
15 June 2026 - Statement opening balance 2026: £1854.43        
21 April - Paid-in £960.29 (we were awarded the full block grant after he updated Karen Finch on our financial commitments)   
03 July - Bank service charges were    £4.25 
03 July - Statement closing balance £1850.18
This does not include two sums -
1) Reimbursement to Cameron Campbell for payment made to Zurich Insurance premium of £97.20
2) Honorarium payment to Catherine Mackay, Independent Auditor.

At the June meeting, Cameron reported that the Church Secretary had responded positively to his emailed request. However, planned major repairs to the church could affect the project, so members agreed instead to donate £100 towards the church’s summer event.
Cameron reported that he had not heard anything from the Church about the £100 donation.
Martin Greig informed the meeting that he will speak to the Church about this. Matter.

Martin Greig will ask developer Malcolm Allan to fund the Christmas lights. Craig Melville offered to seek additional funding from Dandara and other local businesses, including the owner of Figment Café on Countesswells Road, and suggested installing lights on Countesswells Road. Martin will also investigate solar-powered options and whether the lights can be attached to the new street-light columns.
 
Secretary’s Report                                                                                         Craig Melville reported that the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for closing the Countesswells Road roundabout during roadworks at the ALDI supermarket was issued only on the day work began, providing insufficient notice.
The traffic regulation order for the Guild Street bridge was communicated only one day before work began.
He asked Martin Greig about the closure of the public toilets in Hazlehead Park.
Martin Greig said the toilets were being refurbished and would confirm when they would reopen to the public.
Craig reported that the path leading to Hazledene Road was blocked by overgrown grass. He had also received complaints about ticks in overgrown areas of public spaces.
Margaret Meikle said this cost-cutting was a false economy if it resulted in people contracting Lyme disease.

Margaret Meikle reported that leaflets for Mrs Murray’s Cat and Dog Home had been distributed. The organisation has launched a fundraising appeal for £500,000 to extend its premises and hopes to welcome residents to meet pets awaiting rehoming.
She proposed a £300 donation towards food costs, noting that regular donations would allow the organisation to focus its fundraising on the extension.
Cameron Campbell noted that £250–£300 would represent a significant proportion of the Community Council’s budget.
Margaret Meikle replied that Mrs Murray’s serves the entire city.
Keith Watson suggested deferring the matter until the next meeting.
The meeting agreed.

Robert Frost, about dealing with dockens in the Meadows, asked if an area could be cleared for sowing seeds to create a meadow.
Martin Greig replied that he would enquire about the feasibility of funding a meadow.

Craig suggested a project to provide an electric-powered snowplough to clear snow from the paths in our area.
Ranald Cameron mentioned that there could be issues concerning its maintenance.
Cameron Campbell pointed out that we must find out the costings in connection with this project. It was agreed to tentatively pursue this matter.

Damaged tree saplings in the Meadows: Keith Watson suggested that a sign should be erected you explain the wilding of the public space to prevent damage to the young trees.

Craig’s initiative to publish a booklet to promote the area and make residents aware of what we provide: - Craig reported that this is a work in progress.
There is still much to be discussed, such as who will write the article.
On distribution, Susan emphasised that online communication is particularly important for young people.
Margaret noted that not everyone uses the internet and suggested placing copies in the library, a local focal point.
The Post Office and Airyhall Community Centre could also be approached as public distribution points.
A QR code linking to the Community Council website could be displayed in the library.
William explained that long-term use would require a dynamic QR code, which would incur maintenance costs.
Further discussion was deferred until the September meeting.

The Litter Picking Expedition – Organised for 10 am on Saturday 29th August at 10 am.

The location remains to be identified. Margaret and William have visited Hazlehead Park and found that it is not free of litter.                                                                      
They shall visit Walker Dam with a view to including it in the litter picking project.

So far, the participants are William Sell, Margaret Meikle, Susan Reader, Martin Roberts, Vanessa Roberts, Pamela Fraser and Craig Melville. 
Martin Greig intimated that he may be available to join the team.
Another possible litter picking expedition in Hazlehead Park could be arranged for 26th September.

Planning Officer’s Report                                                                                               Robert outlined the Council’s planning applications and decisions for June and July 2026.

Martin Greig reported that he had asked the Council to monitor the quality of work at the Dandara site, including the yet-to-be-built play park, before Dandara leaves the area.

Matters for Discussion with Ward Council                                                                                                  William Sell asked Martin Greig whether demolition plans for the vacant former Marks and Spencer building in St Nicholas Square had been submitted to the Council. Martin confirmed that no demolition plans existed.

William Sell raised concerns about the vulnerability of fibre broadband junction boxes, known as “toby boxes”, installed in pavements outside many local homes. He said their accessible cables could be severed maliciously, disrupting telephone and broadband services across entire streets.
He also reported that the lids could be forced open and that the box opposite his home was often left raised, creating a pedestrian trip hazard. Attempts to report the issue through City Fibre’s website, telephone line and email were unsuccessful.
William considered the issue serious and called for urgent action.
Craig Melville advised William to report the matter to his broadband provider, which could then raise it with City Fibre.
A.O.C.B.                                                                                                                           Margaret Meikle asked Martin Greig for an update on the planned yellow lines on Macaulay Drive.
Martin explained that the lines would extend those on Countesswells Road to discourage parents collecting children from nearby Airyhall Primary School from parking on Macaulay Drive.

Margaret also raised concerns about Council hire bikes being ridden on pavements and cyclists not wearing helmets.

Susan Reader reported that a resident was disturbed by noise when hire bikes parked on the pavement outside her home were collected.
Martin asked members to report incidents involving hire bikes to him, as the Council was monitoring their use.

With no further business, William thanked those present and closed the meeting.

Date of the Next Meeting   
7.00 pm on Tuesday 1st September 2026 in the Douglas Lounge, Springfield Church.

